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No more insecure 
software



To be the global 
open community 
that powers 
secure software 
through 
education, tools, 
and collaboration

As the world’s largest non-profit organization 
concerned with software security, OWASP:

Supports the building of impactful projects
Develops & nurtures communities through 
events and chapter meetings worldwide
Provides educational publications & 
resources
Enable developers to write better software, 
and security professionals to make the 
world’s software more secure.









Evolution of the OWASP Top 10
A1 Unvalidated parameters

A2 Broken access control

A3 Broken authentication and session management

A4 Cross Site Scripting (XSS) Flaws

A5 Buffer overflows

A6 Command Injection Flaws

A7 Error Handling Problems

A8 Insecure use of cryptography

A9 Remote administration flaws

A10 Web and application server misconfiguration

2003



Evolution of the OWASP Top 10

2004

A1 Unvalidated input

A2 Broken access control

A3 Broken authentication and session management

A4 Cross Site Scripting (XSS) Flaws

A5 Buffer overflows

A6 Injection Flaws

A7 Improper Error Handling

A8 Insecure storage

A9 Denial of service

A10 Insecure configuration management



Evolution of the OWASP Top 10

2007

A1 Cross site scripting (XSS)

A2 Injection Flaws

A3 Malicious File Execution

A4 Insecure Direct Object Reference

A5 Cross Site Request Forgery (CSRF)

A6 Information Leakage and Improper Error Handling

A7 Broken authentication and session management

A8 Insecure cryptographic storage

A9 Insecure communication

A10 Failure to restrict URL access



Evolution of the OWASP Top 10

2010

A1 Injection

A2 Cross Site Scripting (XSS)

A3 Broken Authentication and Session Management

A4 Insecure Direct Object References

A5 Cross Site Request Forgery (CSRF)

A6 Security Misconfiguration

A7 Insecure Cryptographic Storage

A8 Failure to Restrict URL Access

A9 Insufficient Transport Layer Protection

A10 Unvalidated Redirects and Forwards



Evolution of the OWASP Top 10

2013

A1 Injection

A2 Broken Authentication and Session Management

A3 Cross Site Scripting (XSS)

A4 Insecure Direct Object References

A5 Security Misconfiguration

A6 Sensitive Data Exposure

A7 Missing Function Level Access Control

A8 Cross Site Request Forgery (CSRF)

A9 Using Known Vulnerable Components

A10 Unvalidated Redirects and Forwards



Evolution of the OWASP Top 10

2017

A1 Injection

A2 Broken Authentication

A3 Sensitive Data Exposure

A4 XML External Entities (XXE)

A5 Broken Access Control

A6 Security Misconfguration

A7 Cross Site Scripting (XSS)

A8 Insecure Deserialization

A9 Using Components with Known Vulnerabilities

A10 Insufficient Logging and Monitoring



Evolution of the OWASP Top 10

2021

A1 Broken Access Control

A2 Cryptographic Failures

A3 Injection

A4 Insecure Design

A5 Security Misconfiguration

A6 Vulnerable and Outdated Components

A7 Identification and Authentication Failures

A8 Software and data integrity failures

A9 Security Logging and Monitoring failures

A10 Server Side Request Forgery (SSRF)



OWASP: 
The first nearly 25 years



Humble but ambitious beginnings

Started by three people in Mark Curphey’s apartment in 
September 2001

“In short the project aims to help everyone 
build more secure web applications and web 
services.”

• First Website December 2001
• SSL available after 2011





OWASP Foundation

Founded April 2004 by Jeff Williams and Dave Wichers
• Non-stock membership organization
• IRS 501 (c) (3) 
• Deliberately kept small 
• First full-time employee wasn’t until 2011
• Currently, six staff and one contractor

First appointed Board 2007
First elected Board 2011

Revised Certificate of Incorporation and Bylaws 2024



Community

2001 – 2019 
Listman mail lists

2019–

Google Groups

2015- 

Slack



Members
• First members 2006

• $100 USD per year

• Now 8339 members

• Leaders as members



First 
chapters

First chapters August 
2004

Quickly spread all 
over the world

• Los Angeles

• Boston

• San Antonio

• London

• Panama City

• Austria

• Atlanta

• Washington DC

• Toronto

• Switzerland

• Rochester, New York

• New York City

• Ireland

• San Francisco

• Sydney



Now

279 
Chapters



First projects

• First projects:
• Testing Framework
• Attack Components
• WebSleuth
• XML Data Exchange

• Developer Guide 1.0 2002
• OWASP Top 10 1.0 Jan 2003



Now

345 Projects

• Flagship
• Production
• Lab
• Incubator

OWASP Amass

OWASP Application Security 
Verification Standard (ASVS)

OWASP Cheat Sheet Series

OWASP CycloneDX

OWASP Defectdojo

OWASP Dependency-Check

OWASP Dependency-Track

OWASP Juice Shop

OWASP Mobile Application Security

OWASP CRS

OWASP OWTF

OWASP SAMM

OWASP Security Shepherd

OWASP Top Ten



First events

AppSec NY 2004
Hoboken, NJ

July 2004

AppSec EU
Royal Holloway London UK

April 2005

AppSec Research 2006
Leuven, Belgium

May 2006



Now

100+ Events

• Lisbon
• San Francisco
• Singapore

• AppSec EU 2025
• AppSec USA (DC)
• AppSec NZ 2025

OWASP SnowFROC

OWASP BASC

OWASP AppSec Days PNW

OWASP AppSec Days Spain

OWASP AppSec Days Panama

OWASP German Day

OWASP AppSec Days Virtual India

OWASP BeNeLux

OWASP Lascon

… and many more!



The road to 2026
Achievable Hairy Audacious Goals



Agile all the 
things

OWASP Projects are often 
stuck in the waterfall and 
on-prem age

Projects consumable by 
developers 

Align with current 
development practices 
(cloud, CI/CD)



Developer Outreach

WE NEED TO SPEAK AT 
DEVELOPER CONFERENCES

WE NEED TO TRAIN AT 
DEVELOPER CONFERENCES

WE NEED BOOTHS AT 
DEVELOPER CONFERENCES

OWASP IS SKIPPING RSA, 
BLACK HAT, AND DEFCON



Education

Academic basis for our field
Open Tertiary Curriculum and Syllabus
Open Industry Curriculum
Open Textbooks



Chapters in every large 
city
If you live in a city with more 
than one million population
… and you don’t have a chapter

START ONE!

Wellington
Mexico City, Osaka, Kinshasa, 
Chicago, Ho Chi Minh City



Larger events

• Events are OWASP’s primary fundraiser
• 2000+ attendees for AppSec US/EU

• Modernizing CFP/CFT process 
• Moving to Sessionize
• Need more review volunteers!



Corporate 
Supporters

Banks

Large organizations with a 
development function

FinTech Startups



The next 25 years
A Call to Action!



Like it or not, the 
future is AI

AI is good, but it’s not perfect. 
Not everything is a Kiwi

Humans cannot outsource 
responsibility to AI



Get 
involved!
OWASP is YOU!



Become a 
member!
owasp.org > Join



AppSec: The 
Next Generation

We need to attract the best and 
brightest developers to the 
application security field

High School Career Paths
Industry re-training
Certification



Project Fill the 
Gaps
• Create the future!
• Scale us!

• Framework security
• Architecture
• Agile security
• AppSec as developers



Volunteer 
for a project!
owasp.org > Projects > 
Browse all projects



Start a project!
owasp.org > Projects > Create a project



Funding for 
the next level

Grants for projects

Giving Tuesday December 3
Matching donations!
Donate!

Become a corporate 
supporter!



Go to your chapter!

owasp.org > Chapters > Find a 
local chapter
Meetup.com > Search your nearby 
area for OWASP



Start a chapter!

owasp.org > Chapters > Start a 
local chapter



Go to events
owasp.org > Events 



One more 
thing…

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://www.flickr.com/photos/sungityabang/7029528417/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/






Thank you!
andrew.vanderstock@owasp.com 
@vanderaj  most platforms
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